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Richard K. Morgan has received widespread praise for his astounding twenty-fifth-century novels

featuring Takeshi Kovacs, and has established a growing legion of fans. Mixing classic noir

sensibilities with a searing futuristic vision of an age when death is nearly meaningless, Morgan

returns to his saga of betrayal, mystery, and revenge, as Takeshi Kovacs, in one fatal moment, joins

forces with a mysterious woman who may have the power to shatter Harlan's World forever. Once a

gang member, then a marine, then a galaxy-hopping Envoy trained to wreak slaughter and

suppression across the stars, a bleeding, wounded Kovacs was chilling out in a New Hokkaido bar

when some so-called holy men descended on a slim beauty with tangled, hyperwired hair. An act of

quixotic chivalry later and Kovacs was in deep: mixed up with a woman with two names, many

powers, and one explosive history. In a world where the real and virtual are one and the same and

the dead can come back to life, the damsel in distress may be none other than the infamous

Quellcrist Falconer, the vaporized symbol of a freedom now gone from Harlan's World. Kovacs can

deal with the madness of AI. He can do his part in a battle against biomachines gone wild, search

for a three-centuries-old missing weapons system, and live with a blood feud with the yakuza, and

even with the betrayal of people he once trusted. But when his relationship with "the" Falconer

brings him an enemy specially designed to destroy him, he knows it's time to be afraid. After all, the

guy sent to kill him is himself: but younger, stronger, and straight out of hell. Wild, provocative, and

riveting, Woken Furies is a full-bore science fiction spectacular of the highest order-from one of the

most original and spellbinding storytellers at work today. "The author's eye for detail and feel for the

atmosphere and nuances of sf noir result in a story packed with action and angst that will also

appeal to general suspense readers. Highly recommended for most sf and popular fiction

collections."-Library Journal --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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I'd been waiting for quite a while to read this third entry in Richard K. Morgan's series of Takeshi

Kovacs novels. It was worth the wait, and in some respects it may be the best of the series so far.

Tak travels through some dark, dark territory here.Don't be fooled (or put off) by the pace. Where

_Altered Carbon_ was a rapid series of body blows, _Woken Furies_ is more like being dragged

down very slowly by a very large weight. There's a lot going on here, but quite a bit of it is in the

background and between the lines. If you don't get into Tak's head pretty early on, the novel may

read like a travelogue.Not that that's necessarily _bad_. Probably a lot of us were curious about

Harlan's World, and we get to see quite a bit of it here. We also finally get to put faces (the faces of

their current sleeves, anyway) with some familiar names from Tak's past. All of that will probably be

interesting enough to entertain the casual reader.But if that's all you get out of this novel, then

you're missing the meat of it.The surface-level plot opens with Tak on Harlan's World in a synthetic

sleeve, trying to get back into his own body. He's also, as we gradually discover, on some sort of

mission, the details of which we don't really learn until some 250 pages in. And not too far into the

tale, we meet someone who just _might_ turn out to be Quellcrist Falconer . . . or maybe not.

Furthermore, Tak is being pursued by a younger version of himself, decanted from a backup copy

he didn't know existed. Things build toward a final revelation with implications far, far beyond

Quellism and the local politics of Harlan's World.The pace, though, is generally slow.

It's always a delight to find an author who creates characters in three dimensions instead of the

more usual two; Morgan seems to stretch his people to five or six. This is the third novel in the

series about Takeshi Kovacs, ex-Envoy, stone killer, freelance renegade, and very dangerous man

to be on the wrong side of. It's been three centuries, objective time, and Kovacs is back on Harlan's

World, where he originally came from. It's also been a couple of centuries since the Resettlement,

the failed Quellist revolution that gave the Harlan family oligarchy a run for its money, and Kovacs --

who only wants to continue killing fundamentalist priests (it's personal) -- finds himself caught up,

first, in the attempt to reclaim the nanoware-drenched continent the revolution produced, and, later,

in a new revolutionary plot. Because it's part of Quell's teachings, that when things go against you,

you retreat and you wait -- for generations, if necessary. But now, just maybe, Quellquist Falconer



might be back, in the flesh. But that's just this novel's top-level plot. There's also Kovacs's vendetta

against those who let die the only woman who mattered to him -- Real Death, no resleeving. And

there's his longstanding relationships with the several criminal cultures of Harlan's World, and with

his old Envoy trainer. Not to even mention being hunted by a younger, smart-assed version of

himself. And, just out of sight, there are the vanished Martians, about whom we learned a lot in

Morgan's second book, Broken Angels. There's military and political philosophy here, all of it

cynical, there's imaginative anthropology, there's a certain amount of gruff sex, there are some

great quotes, there's considerable death (some deserved, some not), and there are breath-grabbing

battle scenes like you haven't read in years.
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